
HISTORY 
 
·  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

was founded in Paris in 1833 by 
Frederic Ozanam. Established in 
Canada in November 1846, the 
Society was formed in Victoria by 
1916. Today, the local Society of      
St. Vincent de Paul runs a Social 
Concern Office, five thrift stores, the 
Frederic Ozanam Centre and low-
income housing. 

·  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a 
Catholic organization of lay people. 
“Vincentians” have, historically, made 
the gift of their services selflessly, 
attempting by action to serve the 
needs of the poor, the needy and the 
handicapped. 

·  While the Society gives silently, the 
Society is the voice of the poor. It 
works both to help the poor and to 
remedy the causes of poverty.  To 
obtain justice and to combat the 
alienation of the poor, it will speak out 
when necessary. 

·  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is 
held together by the idea that men and 
women should give of themselves 
through charity, which means love. 

·  Through personal contact, its 
members aim to relieve suffering and 
to promote human dignity, regardless 
of “race, creed, color, origin or caste.” 

·  United in the spirit of poverty, 
Vincentians form with those they help, 
one and the same family. 

 
Help us build…  

…a better future 
              …by caring today  

THE SOCIETY CARRIES OUT 
ITS WORK THROUGH: 

 
 

HOME VISITORS 
 
The home visitors visit the poor, the 
prisoners, the elderly, the sick and the 
lonely, providing aid, support and 
friendship. All home visitors are members 
of the Society Conferences.  Home 
visitors work in conjunction with the Social 
Concern Office. 
 
 
SOCIETY CONFERENCES 
 
A conference is the basic unit of the 
Society. There are more than 950,000 
members in over 38,000 conferences 
world-wide. On Vancouver Island, 
members of the following conferences are 
available to assist in many emergency 
areas: 
 

·  Queen of Peace, Esquimalt 
·  Sacred Heart, Victoria 
·  St. Joseph’s, Victoria 
·  Holy Cross, Victoria 
·  Our Lady of the Rosary, Langford 
·  St. Andrew’s, Victoria 
·  St. Patrick’s, Oak Bay 
·  St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Sidney 
·  Christ the King, Courtenay 
·  St. Peter’s, Nanaimo 
·  Our Lady of Guadalupe,  

Campbell River 
·  Notre Dame, Pt. Alberni 

 
 

SOCIAL CONCERN OFFICE 
 
Located at the St. Vincent de Paul Centre, 
the Social Concern Office offers 
assistance by providing free of charge: 
 
·  Vouchers for food, used household 

items, furniture and clothing 
·  Short-term crisis, budget and 

employment counselling 
·  Referrals to other agencies when 

necessary 
·  Advocacy 
·  Income tax return assistance 
·  Hygiene products 
·  Bread and pastries 
·  Layettes for new babies 
·  Legal information booth 
 
HOUSING 
 
The Society provides: 
 
·  43 affordable bachelor apartments at 

the St. Vincent de Paul Centre in 
downtown Victoria: 
This is a home for individuals that 
have various challenges in their lives; 
it gives them a safe place to live and 
provides programs and activities to 
support the tenants of the building. 

 
FREDERIC OZANAM CENTRE 
 
A day program for adults with 
developmental disabilities, The Frederic 
Ozanam Centre provides: 
 
·  A communal environment, where 

everyone is valued 
·  Basic educational, recreational, social 

and exercise programs 

·  Opportunities for community 
integration 

·  Opportunities for individual growth 
·  Volunteer and life experiences 
·  Pre-employment skill development 
·  Friendships and fun times 
 
COMMUNITY KITCHENS 
 
What is a Community Kitchen? 
 
The basic idea involves three to six 
people getting together once or twice a 
month to plan, budget, shop and cook 
about five different meals for themselves 
and/or their family members.  (The meals 
can be frozen to be used whenever they 
are needed.) 
 
Kitchens can be found in churches, 
community centres, schools, apartment 
buildings or in people's homes. One 
kitchen can be used by several groups. 
 
TWINNING AND INTERNATIONAL 
SUPPORT 
 
Poverty is no respecter of geography. 
 
Twinning is a special work of the Society.  
It is done between Councils and 
Conferences throughout the world. 
 
The Particular Council and several 
conferences on Vancouver Island are 
engaged in twinning. 
 
At various times during the year, St. 
Vincent de Paul also provides aid through 
their National Office to SVDPs in areas of 
disaster and crisis throughout the world. 
 



HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 
VOLUNTEERS 
 
Even with more than 340 volunteers 
contributing in every aspect of the Society, 
the need for volunteers increases every 
day.  If you would like more information 
about our programs and how you can 
help, please call or write to our 
administration office listed in this 
pamphlet. 
 
DONATIONS AND FUNDING 
 
·  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a 

registered non-profit organization 
·  The Society receives 32% of its 

revenue through funding from the 
United Way, Ministry for Children and 
Families, BC Housing and Ministry of 
Health 

·  58% of the revenue for the Society is 
generated through the store system 

·  The remaining 10% of revenue is 
generated through donations 

·  100% of all donation dollars received 
are used to provide direct assistance 
to those most in need. 

 
All donations are greatly appreciated.  
Donations of $10.00 or more will be 
receipted for Income Tax purposes. 
 
PICKUPS OF DONATIONS 
 
Donations of food, clothing, furniture and 
miscellaneous items to help us assist 
those in need are gratefully accepted.  For 
pickup please call our dispatching office at 
727-0808. 

STORE SYSTEM 
 
The Society owns and operates five thrift 
stores on Vancouver Island. The Dispatch 
Centre for donations of clothing and 
household items is located at the Frederic 
Ozanam Centre.  The stores provide: 
 
·  A place for obtaining a whole range of 

clothing and furniture at economical 
prices or for free through the Social 
Concern voucher program. 

·  Goods are sold to those who can 
afford to pay and the revenue is used 
to fund our programs. 

·  Employment readiness for people with 
mental and/or physical disabilities 

·  Work training for individuals on 
government assistance 

·  A facility for people fulfilling community 
service requirements 

·  Recycling facility through the Dispatch 
Centre 

 
 
 
Administration Office 
4349 West Saanich Road, Victoria, BC V8W 1M1 
Phone: 727-0007 Fax: 727-0771 
Hours:  8 am - 4 pm, Monday - Friday 
 
Housing Office 
100-831 Yates Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1M1 
Phone: 382-2709 Fax: 382-2702 
Hours:  8 am - 4 pm, Monday - Friday 
 
Social Concern Office 
828 View Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1M1 
Phone: 382-0712 Fax: 382-0718 
Hours:  8:30 am - 4:30 pm, Monday - Friday 
 
Frederic Ozanam Centre 
4349 West Saanich Road, Victoria, BC V8Z 3E8 
Phone: 727-2247 Fax: 727-9330 
Hours:  8 am - 3 pm, Monday - Friday   

STORES 
 
Hours of all stores: 9 am – 5 pm, 

        Monday to Saturday 
 
Downtown Store 
833 Yates Street  
Victoria, BC V8W 1M1 
Phone: 382-3213 Fax: 382-3219 
 
Langford Store 
2784 Claude Road 
Langford, BC V9B 3T6 
Phone: 478-0282 Fax: 478-0217 
 
Sidney Store 
9788B Second Street 
Sidney, BC V8L 3Y8 
Phone: 655-3188 Fax: 655-3197 
 
Sooke Store 
6750 West Coast Road 
Sooke, BC V9Z 1H8 
Phone: 642-7846 Fax: 642-7824 
 
Courtenay Store 
2703B Kilpatrick Avenue 
Courtenay, BC V9N 6P4 
Phone: 338-4845 Fax: 703-0359 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
of Vancouver Island   
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4349 West Saanich Road 
Victoria, BC V8Z 3E8 

Phone: (250) 727- 0007  
Fax: (250) 727- 0771 

Email: info@svdpvictoria.com 
 
 
 

www.svdpvictoria.com 
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